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VANDERHOOF BC 5 145P © 

DEPT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS OTTAWA ONT 

FOUR BOYS FROM LEJAC SCHOOL RAN AWAY AND WERE FROZEN TO DEATH ON 

FRASER LAKE STOP INQUEST HELD YESTERDAY WHEN ACCIDENT VERDICT 

BROUGHT IN BY JURY NO BLAME ATTACHED TO ANYONE STOP FULL REPORT 

FOLLOWING 

R H MOORE. 
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CLASS OF SERVICE DESIF Exclusive Connection 

FULL-RATE MESSAGE a with 

Dav LerteR | i <i WESTERN UNION 

NIGHT MT} as 
TELEGRAPH CO. 

| NIGHT Ler a CNY, Cable Service 

Parnons suoue “Aan X oFro- 2 CASS to all the World 

SITE THE CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED: 
OTHERWISE THE MESSAGE 

Money Transferred 

WILL BE TRANSMITTED AS 
A FULL-RATE TELEGRAM 

by Telegraph 

SIRED 

RECEIVER'S NO TIME FILED 

Send the following message, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to 

NIGHT LETTER 
" Ottawa, January 5», 1937. 

Re He Moore, Eaqes 

Indian Agent» 
Vanderhoof, B.C. 

Ottawa newspaper reports four Indian 

boys frozen to death near east end Fraser Lake last Saturday STOP 

Stated to be pupils Lejac Residential School STOP Please for- 

ward complete report at once. 

Te Re Le Macinnes. 
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until 10 o'clock, 
consequently it was too 

lose at 6 P.M. 

start at the inning and try to trace the 

x ty the boys were last seen at the School on 

#339 - Allen Patrick, aged 9 
#3eh - Andrew H. Paul © 8 
$326 - Justa Maurice 8 
#350 - John Michel Jack aged 7. 

The of 

of the Fogg ny Francois Lake were visiting relatives on the Nautley 

Reserve, while the boy frm Cheslatta was a relative of the boy from Francois 

lake. ‘The School that day was in charge of Bishop Coudert owing 

Bishop owing 

School alone. At 4 P.M. 
when they were all given 

recreation hall afterwards. M. 

were missing and the Sister Superior 
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they had gone away and expressed the opinion 

and a holiday that he would not seni for 

allow them to stay with their frienis ami he would 

the train being lete next morning it was 

boys until between 12 and 1 o'clock noon, 

search party was organized 

less than half a mile 

It appeared as if they took French leave immediately following 

the afternoon lunch and were not missed by the disoiplinarian in charge 

until the children went for supper, They were lightly clad for indoor 

recreation and as it was about 20 degrees below zero that night, and the 

distance they had to walk eight miles across the lake with six inches of 

gnow on the ice you can understand that they would probably be dead am 

the night of the lst. between 10 P.M. and midnight. 

The foregoing is as complete a story as I can give you from the 

evidence brought out at the Inquest, so far as the tragedy is concerned. 

However there are other pointe which were brought out and have to do 

with the disciplinerians which I did not know pefore. It seems that last 

September Bishop Bunoz took it upon himself to appoint two young priests 

from France, who had recently arrived in this country, as disciplinarians 

at the School, contrary I understand to the wishes of the Acting 

Principal. These young men, while charming fellows, could not speak a 

word of English and mew absolutely nothing about handling Indian 

children, the result being that we have hed a lot of truancy during the 

past three mnths, ani I personally on one or two ccoasions suggested 

to the Acting Principal that he get rid of these Priests ami appoint 

some one who knew something about the job, otherwise truancy would go 

from bad to worse. I took it that Father McGrath agreed with me and the 

change would be made, but I did not kmow that he could not make the 

change himself until he wae under cath as a witness at the Inquest 

Consequently, I took immediate action and requested Father MoGrath officially 

to change the disciplinariams immediately and reappoint one of those men 

who has been a digciplinarian at that School for the past 5 or 6 years. As 

goon as the roads are open for travel again in a few days I am going up to the 

School to see that the change has been made. If you will please refer to 

Me. Phealan he will tell you that when he visited this Agency two years ago 

I expresee’ sy views to him on the importance of disciplinarians, with 

which he fully agreed and even wrote to the Principel at that time making 

these same guggestions which the Principal agreed to and acted on. 

In closing allow me to muke the following recommendation. "The 

School Authorities to be instructed to appoint disciplinarians other than 

Priests, who understand and can speak the English language well, this to take 

effect right amy.” 

"Ty would also recomment that tho Church Authorities be given to 

understand that the Principal mst be given full charge and not be interfered 

with by his superiors, insofar as the management of the School is concerned, 

toherwise inefficiency is the result.” 

I am attaching hereto @ copy of the Official Coroner's Jury 

verdict, as well as a copy of a letter from Dr. Pitts, all of which I trust 

you will find self explanatory. I trust I have covered the whole mtter 

sufficiently in detail in this report, although I could add that T am not 

satisfied that having Priests using the School as a Headquarters is good 

business, and I feel should be discouraged. 

Your obedient servant, 

(egi) R H. Moore, 

Indian Agent. 
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Fraser Lake,, Bele 

& va Jan. 6th. 1937» 

ReHelioore, ESqe, 

indian Agent, 

Vanderhoof, belle 

Dear Sir:s= 

As you may know, the result#of the late inquest have got 

into the hands of the Canadian rress sureau and there is some chance 

that they might make a little capital of the jury's recommendations 

which appear to refiect on the schoole 

i write you because i am in the uncomfortable postion, as 

Coroner, of being the source of the information, and i don't want it to 

appear that 1 have gone out of my way to supply informatione 

Himes called me up yesterday noon asking for information 

about the inquest. i gave him the names of the boys, and. the account of 

their disappearance. When he asked for the verdict 1 considered it best 

to give it to him, since the inquest was open ani he could always get an 

account of it from someone else possibly exaggerated or incorredte 

Apparently he wired this information to the Canadian «cress. 

wast night i got a wire from the Canadian rress sureau asking 

for information as to the testimony which Lead to the jury making the 

recommendations that they did, also bearing on conditions at the School. 

After some thought, it scemed to me best to send a reply, to prevent, 

if pos& ble, the papers from printing a manufactured story which might 

end with a Government investigation ani what note 

i sent the following reply:~ 

At wneutley inquest testimony whowed boys did not run away 

from school because of iil treatment but to spend holidays with parents. 

Principal of school testified that this often oceured, that boys had 

assess to proper clothing and had only seven miles to go home, therefore 

no search was made until next day. Said greater frequency of runaways 

lately due to fact ebaporal punishment discouraged by higher 

authorities. indian witnesses maintained corporal punisiment resulted in 

runaways, hence jury's recommendation re discipline. iio evidence to show 

cruelty at school or negligence in this particular case. 
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i whowed this to father sicGrath and he was quite satisified with 

it. 4s hope it may prevent any sensational heddiining by the papers. 

yours, 

Signeds- C, ritts, mee 
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(CuROWER) COPY. 

the Government of 

e British Columbia. 

ENQUITS LPL 

? 
4 

An inquisition indented taken at rort sraser 

british Volumbia, the 4th. day of Jamary, in the first year of the 

xeign of our Sovereign ord the King, before me, Coritts, meDe, 

gentleman, one of the Goroners for our word the ning, for the 

srovince aforesaid, upon the view of the bodies of Allen Willie, 

Johnny wichel, warice Justine, indrew raul, then and there and 

within the jurisdiction of the said Uoroner, lying dead, upon the 

oaths of 

frederick Waite .wakins 

Herbert George ULrowe 

Wim. Lewis .aylor 

vtto Hibiil vinnedge 

Arthir Goodwin 

Arthur Wesley vobson 

good and lawful men of Fort Praser, oelse, aforesaid, in the said 

province of british Columbia, who being now sworn and charged to 

inguire, on the part of our said sord the aing, when , where , how, 

and after what manner, the said Alien Wiitite, vonny wichel, «eurice 

Justine and Andrew raul came to his death, dosay upon their oath , 

that it is the opinion of this jury that the deaths of these four 

boys, vize, Allen Willie, Johnny Michel, Maurice Justin « Andrew raul 

occured on the east end of #raser Lake on the night of dan. 1lste 1957 

and that death was due to exhaustion and consequent freezing. 

We, the jury, feel that such circumstances was unavoidable, in 

view of the evidence in this case. 

We feel however that more definite action by the school 

authorities might or should have been taken the night upon which the 

disappearance took places 

further, it is our opiniom that more cooperation between the 

authorities and the parents of the children would in future help to 

lessen the danger in the future of any repétition of such an incident. 

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6446, file 881-23, part 1) 

PUBLIC ARCHIVES 
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES 

CANADA   
Library and Archives Canada / Bibliotheque et Archives Canada 
www-collectionscanada.ge.ca



Aiso, that excessive corporal discipline, if practiced, should 

be limited ami that beéter understanding would exist between pupils 

and @isciplinarians if the latter were English speaking. 

iN WivWHSS whereof, as weil as the aforesaid Coroner as the 

jurors aforesaid, have to this inquisition put their seals on the day 

and the year and at the place at first above mentioned. 

#rederick Waite makins 

Arthir Goodwin 

Arthur Wesley Dobson 

Herbert George Urowe 

otto BE. Vinnedge 

William Lewis waylor 

Signed:=- C. Fitts, MeDe, 

Coronere 
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S-2=314, 

DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS OFFICE OF 
CANADA y INDIAN AGENT 

Vanderhoof, oe, Jamuary Cth. 1937. 

Sir:- 
i sent you the following night lettergram on vanuary 5th. 

instante 

"Four boys from sejac Schoot ran away and got frozen to death 
on rraser wakes Stop. inquest held yesterday when accidental verdict 
brought in by vury, no blame attached to anyone. Stop. sull report 
following." 

Which 4 now beg to confirm. 

un Sunday last, dJanuary 3rd., at 12:90 vite the Local rrovincial 
rolice caiied at my house to inform me that an inquest would be held 
the foilowing day at vort Fraser to enquire into the death of four 
boys from the uejac Residential School who were found frozen to death 
On sraser wake the previous day. As that was the first that 1. had 
heard of the sad affair i asked for particulars, and the Constable 
told me @il he knew about the finding of the bodies the night before, 
the rest would have to wait until the inquest. 

she following morning , vanuary 4th. 1 left for wort wraser by 
auto in 10 degrees below zero with a blizzard blowing and attended 
the inquest which commenced at 10 Asie and did not conclude until 
5 ©elle when the verdict given Later in this report was brought in 
by the durye uwing to drifted roads i: did not arrive home again 
that night until 10 o'clock, taking almost four hours to go twenty- 
six miles, consequentiy it was too tate to wire the Department then 
as both welegraph uffices close at 6 Felie so that is why my wire did 
not leave until the 5th. instant. 

i am going to start at the beginnins and try to trace the matter 
right through from the time the boys were last scen at the School on 
vanuary ist. 

whe names of the four boys are as follows:- 

#239 - Allen ratrick ag 
woe4 - Andrew H. raul 
7326 - Justa maurice 
#350 = John michel vack 

she parents of the two from iautley i.K. wi were at home and the 
parents of the boy from irancois Leke were visiting relatives on the 
nautley keserve, while the boy from Uheslatta was a relative of the 
boy from rrancois Lake. she School that day was in charge of bishop 
Coudert owing to the fact that the Acting rrincipal was holding 
Services with the indians at Stellaquo 1.k. and did not get back to 
the School until 4-30 cese “hese four boys asked permission to 
visit their relatives that morning but were refused by the bishop 
owing to the fact that they were too young to be allowed to leave the School alone. At 4 retie that day these boys were with the other 
children when they were ali given their usual afternoon lunch, 
returning to the recreation hail afterwards. At 6 x.iie when the 
children went to Supper they were missing and the Sister Superior reported so to the vishop, « although the Acting rrincipal was then 
back at the School , who did not advise Hather ucGrath until that 
night at 9-15. As soon as the matter was reported to him he made 

enquiries 
the Secretary, 
Department of indian Affairs, 
uttawa, unt. 
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-2- Continued:- 

whe Secretary, 

Department of indian Affairs, 

ut Cave pat ° 

enguiries as to their names and other particulars and hearing that they 

had asked for permission to ¢0 home earlier in the day, and been refused, 

immediateiy assumed that they had gone away and expressed the opinion 

then that as it was so late and 4 holiday that he would not send for 

them that night but allow them to stay with their friends and he would 

get them next days vuwing to the train being late next morning it was 

not possible to send for the boys until between 12 and 1 o'ciock noone 

shey were not with their friends and then 4 search party was organised 

and at 5 Keiie their podies were found on the lake ess then half a mile 

from shore and safety. 

it appeared as if they took wrench leave immediately following the 

afternoon lunch and were not missed by the disciplinerian in charge 

until the children went for supper. ghey were lightly clad for indoor 

recreation and as it was about 20 degrees below zero that night, and the 

listance they had to walk eight miles across the lake with six inches of 

snow on the ice you can understand that they would probably be dead on 

the night of the ist. between 1U reM. and midnight. 

whe foregoing is as complete a story as 1 can give you from the 

evidence brought out at the inquest, 50 far as the tragedy is concerned, 

However there are other points which were brought out end have to do 

with the discipilinarians which i aia not Know before. it seems that last 

September »ishop sunoz took it upon himseif to appoint two young priests 

from #rance, wno had recentiy arrived in this country, 28s disciplinarians 

at the School, contrary i understand to the wishes of the Acting 

rrincipal. shese young men, while charming fellows, could not speak a 

word of English and knew absolutely ndghing about handling indian 

children, the resuLt being that we have had a Lot of truancy during the 

past three months, and i personally on’ one or two occasions suggested 

to the Acting vwrincipal that he get rid of these rriests and appoint 

some one who knew something about the job, otherwise truanc would go 

from bad to worse. 1 took it that yather wcGrath agreec with me end the 

change would be made, but 1 did not know that he could not make the 

change himseif until he was under oath as 2 witness at the Inquest. 

Consequently, 1 took immediate action and requested vather scGrath 

officially to chamge the disciplinarians immedicteiy ond reappoint one 

of those men vho has been a disciplinarian at that School for the past 

5 or 6 years. AS soon as the roads are open for travel again in a few 

days i am going up to the School to see that the change has been made « 

if you will please refer to ur. pyheasan he will teit you that when he 

visited this Agency two yeurs &go 1 expressed my views to him on the 

importance of disciplinarians, with whieh he fully agreed and even wrote 

to the srincipal at that time making these same suggestions which the 

vrincipal agreed to and acted on. 

in closing allow me to maxe the following recommendation. ‘ihe 

School Authorities to be instructed to appoint disciplinerians other 

than «riests, who understand and can speak the English language well, 

this to take effect right away." 

"{ would aiso recommend that the Church Authorities be given to 

understand that the rrincipal must be given full charge and not be 

interfered with by his superiors, insofar as the management of the School 

is concerned, otherwise inefficiency is the result." 

i em attaching hereto a copy of the ufficial Voroner's Jury verdict, 

as well as a copy of a letter from wr. sitts, ait of which 1 trust you 

will find self explanatory. i trust 4 have covered the whole matter 

sufficientiy in detail in this report, although i could add that i om 

not satisified that having rriests using the School as a Headquarters 

is good business, ami 1 feel should be discouraged. 

your obedient servant, 

NeHello ore y 
indian Agente 
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Divis “oF Date 7/1/37 
Distrit’ - Fort George 
Detachment: Vanderhoof Unorganized territorye 

REPORT 

WELLIE, Allen (Indian) Nautley Reserve, Fort Fraser, Be Ce. 
MICHEL, JOHNNY " Uncha Lake, Be Ce 
JUSTIN, MAURICE " Unoha Lake, BeCe 
PAUL, ANDREW be Stony Creek Reserve, BeCe 

INQUIRY INTO THE DEATH of. 

On January 2, 1937, I received a nhone call at 805 Peme from Fakher 
Patrick MoGrath, Prineipel of the Indian Residential School, Lejac, BeCe 
to the effect that four Indian hoys hed been found deed on ser Lake 
near the Neutley Ilnvian Reservation. I instructed Fether McGrath to 
notify the Corouer Dre AeCePit's et Frosor Loke De Ce 

I immediately procvecded to Nautley Reserve, where I was uel by Coroner 
Pittse We wers guided on to the lake to where the bodies were lyinge 

The bodies were examined by the Coroner and wyself, ani it was found 
that they had died of treczinge There woo no mirrs of violence found on 
any of the bodies. ih bodies were then taken to the Nautley Reserve and 
kept there until Mordsy nuery 4, 1936 

Witnesses were warned to annoar at the Gev't Off'oo Fort IPraser on 
Jenuary 4, 1937, where en incoest war to be helt. 

Om Monday, January tne 4th, 1937, © jury wes sumuonede The Jury having 
been duly sworn proceeded to view the hoodies. 

Witnesses calied:- 

Jean Vonze duly sworn stated: JI ema Pricst residing 
at the Residentias School at Icjeec, BeCe I am in charge of the Indian 
boys eat the school in the afternoon one week and the wornings the next 
weeke I was on duty January lst, 1937, in the afteinoon.e It was at 4 pm 
on January let that I lest saw the four boys slivee. They were not 
dressed for going outside. ‘ney apparently left the school shortly after 
4030 peme for they heve lunch at thet time, they were not seen afterwards. 
They should have reported back to mee They Left without permission. They 
were dressed just to »e in the olay ‘all, thoy could not heave obtained 
any more of weir elothes without me seeing thou as 6 cy were in the play 
hell and [ was there all the time. I heave b on in cherge of the boys for 
ab ut tiree watus, ane t t 4 * trouble wit! wile The boys 
wer. mis.ed by Sister Superior of the dinin: Toom at 8 om and I under- 

stance she reported to Hishop Coudert win wan in ohnevge during Father 
MoGrath's absenvee I was told tint they wem scing at %30 pm 
I 414 nct do oenyihine sa aot Yoeponsinic. ‘oth m3 was done unti} 
the next morning. There were quite s lot of visitors on Jenuery lst 
and it was thorcht tict they > a % th soue of theme Fatlier 
McGrath toid wre Gorcorsn to go to Nautiey Heserve to ->t the boys with 
the cer next mcrning about 1 o'ciock January 2, 1957. The boys could 
go to the barns, and around the grounds also to the visitors parlour 
without perm.ssion, so it is impossible for us to see them at all times. 

Father Patrick MoGrath, duly sworn stated: I am Acting Principal of the 
Indian Residential school at Lejac,BeC. On January lst, 1957, I was at 
Stellaquo Reserve and di: not return to the school untii 5 pm that 
evening, but it was not until 9615 pm that I heard that the four boys 

were missinge 
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seems to 

It 19 simply a desire f 
against the authorities. 

T had to watch them closely to prevent them from 
I do not think the present disc 

boys fran 1951 to 1954 inclusive. 

and believe that English speaking discip 
among the Iniian children 

The four bays 
Tt is the first time 

when they have run away. 

spring and fall. 

had been refused. 

authority, 
Truance 
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Continuedt= Page 3. 
Re. WILLIE, Allen (Indian) Nautley Reserve, Port Fraser, B.C. 

thy MICHEL, Johnny *® Uncha Lake, 5.C. 
JUSTIN, Maurice * Uncha Lake, B.C. 
AUL drew g 5 eek Reserve, B.C. _— 

Indian Reserve. I heard about the four boys missing on January 2nc 1937, about 4 PM. 
I was asked by Father McUra‘h to go out and s arch for them. ierre William and 
Francois Joe went along the C.N.R. tracks, and Justin Maurice's boy and myself went 
on the North shore of Fraser Laxe, then crossed the ice to the South shore. We 
found the tr cks of the four boys, just East of the soint at Enc ombe, an. ve followed 
them East and e found the boys, about 5-30 PM. Three of the boys -ere lyin, to- 
ether, and one about seventy-five feet a ay. They wore lying fuce iJownsards. The 

tracks were going straight, and did not »antee around. They were going straight to 
the Nautley Village, until they came to the o en water, at the Ne utley River, then 
they turned South tovarus the South shore. The boiies were about sev n miles from 
the school, half 4 mile from the Nautley Reserve and about « quorter of « mile from 
the South shore. I followed the tracks for about three miles before I found the 
bodies, the tracks showed they w re pretty tired. After I fin: the bodies, I »ent to 

Nautley and Chief Maxine George phoned the police. It took mo about three quarters 
of an hour to travel three wiles. 

Constable Jennings, duly s»orn stateds- On Saturday, January 2nd, 1937, I received a 
hone call from the Indian Residential School at Lejac, B.C. at 8-05 PM to the ffect 

thet four bodies of the missing boys had been found. I proceeded to the scene with the Coroner. The bocies were out on the ice of Fraser Lake about three quurtors of a mile from the Nautley Reserve. The bouies were those of ¢ ur young boys about the 
age of ei ht years, three bodies re lying sogether. One on is back and one dying 
face down over his abdomen the other a fe feet a ay face down ards in the snow. 
The fourth was about trenty-five yards from the three dying fuce downsards. They were Gressed in un.erwear, blue overall pants and cenim shirts, no hats, heavy woollen socks and low rubbers. One boy hai lost one sock ani rubber. ihere the 
three bodies were lying the snow © ss packed for a ra.ius of ten feet, the one that 
as a short uistance a ay had pecked the snow very little. The bouies were examined by the Coroner and myself, and they wre then taken to Nautley Reserve. The iistance they had travelled would take them at least six hours. They did not appear to have 

fallen into the water as the clothings »as not frozen. It is wy opinion thet they died on J.nuary lst, 1937. 

CTi- It is the opinion of this Jury, that the deaths of the four boys, Viz. Allen Willie, Johnny Michel, Maurice Justin and Andrew Paul, occured on the East end of 
Fraser Lake on the ni ht of January ist., 1937, anu that death was due to exhaustion 
and consequent freesing. 

We, the Jury, feel that such circumstances was unavoidable in view of the evidence of this case. We, feel however, that more definite section by the school authorities might, or should have been taken the ni ht uwoon which the Gisapoearunce took place. 
Further, it is our opinion, that more co-operation between the authorities, an. the 
parents of the chiluren, would in future hel» to lessen the anger of any repetition of such an incident. Also that excessive corporal discipline, if practiced, shoulda be 
Limited, ani that better unierstanding would exist between the upils, and discipline 
arians if the latter were English Speaking. 

The Jury were the followings- 

Foreman, ~ Frederick Waite Makins, 

Hernert George Crow, William Lewis Taylor, 

Otto Elbil Vinnedge, arthur Godwin, arthur Wesley Dobson. 

The N.C.0. tfc H.J. Jennings, Constable, Fort George Dist., B.C.P.P. i/e Vancerhoof Detachment. 
Prince George, B.C. 
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Please refer to official 
qth. 

5 File Yoe © -i-1-23 regarding the co) ft 414 

wing the death of a pup 1 

in this connec 
e that since the death of the 

four boys who were found 
has not been 

possible for me to hold this 

some of my 

advisable to go 

disease there would be overe 

my attention at the earliest possible date. 

your obedient ser vant, 

ReHesoore, 

Indian Agent. 

PULD/ ate 

yhe Secretary, 

Department of indian Affairs, 

ottawa, ONnte 

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6446, file 881-23, part 1) 
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. Re 
(69-_F5 

} ; Vanderhoof, o*Gs, Jamuary 1lth. 19376 

Further to my report of January the 6th. inst. regarding 

the four boys who were frozen to death on braser ueake after 

having taken French leave from the pe jac indian Kesidential 

School... i wish to advise that 1 have just been informed 

by the School authorities that the mackinaw coats and other 

heavy outer garments were found on #raser Lake a few days agoe 

it woald appear now as if the boys were wearing their reguler 

winter clothes , overcoats and caps when they ran away but 

found travelling over the ice rather warm work with their coats 

on and took them off and threw them on the ice, continuing 

without theme 

Sir‘- 

t deem it advisable to send this information now as some 

of the stories in the press were rather exaggerated and seem to 

emphasise the fact that the boys were inadequately clad. 

Your obedient servant, 

’ 
LetteMOorc, 

FUL / tbe indian Agente 

F 

the Seeretary, 
Department of indian Affairs, 
Ottawa, Onte 

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6446, file 881-23, part 1) 
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