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STANDARD TIME

VANDERHOOF BC 5 145P
TH .C ARY ' ‘
DEPT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS OTTAWA ONT
FOUR BOYS FROM LEJAC SCHOOL RAN AWAY AND WERE FROZEN TOQ DEATH ON
FRASER LAKE STOP INQUEST HELD YESTERDAY WHEN ACCIDENT VERDICT

BROUGHT IN BY JURY NO BLAME ATTACHED TO ANYONE STOP FULL REPORT
FOLLOWING

R H MOORE.
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CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED

FULL-RATE MESSAGE
DAY LETTER
NIGHT M7

163=1-10.

Form 6102

Exclusive Connection
with

WESTERN UNION
TELEGRAPH CO.

Cable Service

NIGHT LET ‘

PATRONS SHOULE "!u lo";
SITE THE CLASS OF $ERVICE DESIRED.
OTHERWISE THE MESSAGE

WILL BE TRANSMITTED AS
A FULL-RATE TELEGRAM

to all the World

Money Transferred
by Telegraph

D. E. GALLOWAY, Assistant Vics-President, Toronto, Ont.

RECEIVER'S NO TIME FILED CHECK

Send the following message, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

NIGHT LETTER
. Ottawa, January 5, 1937.

R, Hs Moore, R“Q.
Indian Agent,
Vanderhoof, B.C.

Ottaws newspaper reports four Indian
boys frozen to death near east end Fraser Lake last Saturday STOP
Stated to be pupils Lejac Residential School STOP Please for-
ward complete report at once.

/ZZZ Te Ry Ls MacInnes.

Chge Dept. I.A.
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instant.
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death on Fraser lake. BStop.
verdict brought in by Jury, mo blame
report following.
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then as both Telegraph Offices o
leave until the 5th instant.

start at the {pning and try to trace the
. ‘thlbmmmtmntbaohoolon

The pames of the four boys are as follows:-

-Annpmuk,nri9
gzz-mx. Paul = 8
#326 - Justa Maurice 8
#350 - Johm Michel Jack aged 7.

afternoon lunch, retwning to the
. when the children went to supper they
so to the Bishop, (although the
who 414 not advise Father
the matter was reported to him
particulars and hearing that
the day, hnd been refused
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they took French lsave lmmediately following
ot missed by the disoiplinarian in charge
until the children wemt for supper, They were lightly olad for indoor
was about 20 degrees below zero that night, and the
o walk eight miles scross the lake with six inches of
oan understand that they would probably be dead

The faregoing is as ocamplete a story as I can give you from the
evidence brought out at the Inguest, so far as the tragedy is concerned.
However there are mwwmiamwmzmmuntou
with the disciplinarians which I did not imow before.

September Bishop Bunox took it upon himself to appoinmt two young prieste
from France, who had recently arrived in this oountry, as disciplinarians
at the School, comtrary I understand to the wishes of the Acting

Principal. These young mem, while charming fellows, could not speak a
word of English and lmew absolutely nothing about bhandling Indian

children, the result being that we have had a lot of truancy during the
past three mcmths, nﬂIpu-mlhmmuhowmimw

to the Acting Prinoipal that he get rid of these Priests and appoint

some one who knew something about the job, otherwise truancy would go

from bad to warse. T took it that Father MoGrath agreed with me and the
‘hange would be made, but I did mot imow that he oould not make the
chnnphmolrmnhomunhronhua-imutholmum
Comsequently, I took immediate action and requested Father MoGrath officlally
to ochange the disciplinarians immediately and reappoint one of those men
who has been & disciplinarian at that School for the past 5 or 6 years. As
mmuthorod.moponfqrtnnl*hm:ruqugomguptom
School to see that the change has been made. If you will please refer to
Mr. Phealam he will tell you that whem he visited this Agency two years ago
I expressed =y views to him on the importance of disoiplinarians, with
which he fully sgreed and even wrote to the Principal at that time making
these sames suggestions which the Principal agreed to and acted om.

In closing allow me to mkis the following reccmmendatiom. "The
School Authorities to be instructed to appoint disoiplinarians other than
Priests, who understand and can speak the English language well, this to take
effect right away."

"I would alsc recommend that the Chureh Authorities be givem to
understand that the Principal must be given full charge and not be interfered
with by his superiore, insofar as the management of the School is conocerned,
vtherwise inefficiency is the result.”

I am attaching hereto a copy of the Official Coroner's Jury
fr

verdiot, as well as a oopy of a letter fram Dr. Pitts, all of which I trust
you will find self explanatory. I trust I have covered the whole matter
sufficiently in detail in this repart, although I could add that T am not
satisfied that having Priests wusing the School as a Headquarters is good
business, and I feel should be discouraged.

Yowr obedient servant,
(sgd) R H. Moare,
Indian Agent.
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Fraser Lake,, Bele

S/

. /’ Jan, 6th., 19}70

RelleMoore, HK8qe,
indlan Agent,

vanderhoof, oela
Dear Sir:=

As you may know, the result® of the late inquest have got
into the hands of the Canadian rFresSs sureau and there is some chance
that they might make a little capital of the Jjury's recommendations
whieh appear to refiect on the school. 7

i weite you because 1 am in the unconfortable postion, &s
Coroner, of being the source of the information, and i don't want 1t to
appear that L have gone out of my way to supply 1nformatioh.

ximes called me up yesterday noon asking for information
about the inquest. i gave him the names of the boys, and.the account of
their disappearance. '/hen he asked for the verdict 1 considered it best
to give it to him, since the inguest was open and he could always get an
account of it from someone else possibly exaggerated or incorrect.
Apperently he wired this information to the vanadian rress.

La8t night 1 got a wire from the Canadian rress sureau asking
for information as to the testimony which Lead to the Jury making the
recomiendations that they did, also bearing on conditions at the School.
After some thought, i1t scemed to me best to send & reply, U0 prevent,
if possl ble, the papers from printing a manufactured story which might
end with & uovernment investigation andi what not.

1L sent the followlng replyi=

At seautley inguest testimony whowed boys did not ran away
from school because of iiLl treatment but to spend holidays with parents.
Prineipal of school testified that this often oceured, that boys had
aspess to proper clothing and had only seven miles to go home, therefore
no search was méde until next day. Said greater frequenocy of runaways
lately due to fact ébaporal pupisyment discouraeged by higher
authorities. indian witnesses maintained corporal punishment resulted in

ranaways, hence Jjury's recommendation re disecipline. uo evidemce to show

eruelty at school or negligence in this particular case.
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1 showed this to rather soGrath and he was guite satisified with

it. 1 hope it mgy prevent any sensational hasddlining by the papers.

iours ,

Signedi~ U ritts, m.ue

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6446, file 88123, part 1)

PUBLIC ARCHIVES
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES

CANADA

Library and Archives Canada / Biblicthéque et Archives Canada
wwwi.collectionscanada.ge.ca



(CUROLER COPY.

ihe Government of
. British Columbila.

A QU IBILITAsvb

/
/

An Inquisition indented takemn at rort rraser
sritish Columbia, the 4th, day of Jamuary, in the first year of the
weign of our Sovereign Lord the hing, before me, Ceritts, meD,,
gentleman, one of the Uoroners Tfor our «~0rd the ning, for the
srovince aforesaild, upon the view of the bodies of Allen VWillie,
Jsohnny michel, weurice Justine, .ndrew raul, then and there and
within the jurisdiction of the said Coroner, lying dead, upon the
oaths of

rrederick Waite .akins

Herbert George Crowe

Vime wmewis .aylor

vtto Klbil vinnedge

Arthir Goodwin

Arthur Wesley vobson
good and lawful men of rort rraser, u.U., &foresaid, in the said
province of sritish Columbia, who being now sworn and charged to
inguire, on the part of our said word the aning, when , vhere , how,
and after what mamner, the said Alien VWiiile, sonny .ichel, wemrice
Justine end Andrew raul camne to his death, do say upon their cath ,
that it is the opinion of this Jury that the deaths of these four
boye, viz., Allen Willle, Johuny michel, Maurice Justin « Andrew :
occured on the east end of rraser iLeke on the night of Jan. lst,.
and that death was due to exhaustion and consequent freezing.

Vie, the Jjury, feel that such circumstances was unavoidable,
view of the evidence in this case.

We feel however that more definite action by the school
authorities might or should have been taken the night upon whioh
disappearance took place.

rurther, it is our opiniom that more cooperation betwcen the
authorities and the paremnts of the children would in future help to

lessen the danger in the future of any repétition of such an incident,
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Alse, that excessive corporal discipline, if practiced, chould
be 1imited ani that bteéter understanding would exist between pupils
and disciplinarians il the lat ter were English speaking.

ili WirkESS whereof, as well as the aforesald Coroner as the
jurors aforesaid, have to this ilnguisition put their seals on the day
and the year and at the place at first above mentioned.

rrederick VWaite makins

Arthir Goodwin

Arthur Wesliey Dobson

Herbert ceorge Urowe

utto E. Vinnedge

William Lewis vraylor

Signed:- C, ritts, M.D.,

Uoronere.
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»

DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
CANADA

OFFICE OF
INDIAN AGENT

Vanderhcef, wele, vanuary oth. 19%7.

Sir:-
i sent you the following night lettergram on senuary 5th.

instant.

"Four boys from .ejac Sohool ran away cnd got frozen to death
on rraser uokee Stope 4inquest held yesterday when accidental verdiet
brought in by Jury, no blame at tachel to anyone. Stops. rull report
following."

Which . now beg to eonfirm,

v Sunday lLest, January 3rd., et 12;30 r.le the Locsal rrovincial
rolice called at my house to inform me that an ingquest would be held
the foilowing day at rort Fraser to enquire into the death of four
boys from the iejae llesidential School who were found frozen to death
on rraser séke the previous day. As that was the first that . had
heard of the sad affair . asked for particulars, and the Constable
told me ail he knew about the finding of the bodies the night before,
the rest would have to wait until the inquest.

the following morning , vanuary 4th. 1 left for rort rraser by
auto in 1lu degrees below zero with a blizzard blowing and at tended
the inguest which commenced at 10 A.de ond did not concliude until
5 r.ule when the verdiet given later in this report was brought in
by the Jury. uwing to driftéd roads : d4id not arrive home crain
that night untili 10 o'ecloek, taking almost four hours to go twenty-
six miles, consequentiy it was too late to wire the Department then
a8 bcth velegraph uffices close at 6 rods S0 that is vhy my wire did
not leave until the 5th, instant.

i am going to start at the beginning and try to trace the matter
right through fron the time the boys were lLast scen at the School on
vanuary 1st.

ithe names of the four boys are as followg:=-

339 = ALlen ratrick aged 9
w224 - Andrew H, raul ¥ @
iseb = Justa umurice ® O
#3550 = John michel Jack " 1

the parents of the two from .autley i.H. L were at home and the
varents of the boy from israncois uLske were vigiting relatives on the
nautley reserve, while the boy from cheslatta was a reiative of the
boy from rrancois ieke. the School that day was in charge of Sishop
Coudert owing to the fact that the Acting rrincipal was holding
gervices with the indians at Stellagquo Ll.ie and did not get back to
the School until 4-30 r.u, these four boys asked permission to
vigit their relatives that morning but were refused by the bishop
owing to the facet that they were too young to be allowed to leave
the School alone. At 4 r.u. that day these boys were with the other
children when they were al. given their usual afternoon lunch,
returning to the recreation hail afterwards. At 6 Leie When the
children went to Ssupper they were missing and the Sister Superior
reported so to the oishop, ( although the Aocting rrineipal was then
back at the School , who did not sdvise Father .cGrath until that
night at 9~.5. As soon as the mat ter was reported to him he made
encuiries
the Secretary,
lepartment of indian Arfeirs,
vttawa, unt.
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«%= Continued:-

the Secretary,
pDepertment of indian Arfelrs,
vitawa nte.

enguiries as to their names &nd other particulars and hearing that they
had eskel for permission to go home eariier in the day, ond been refused,
immediateliy assumed that they had gone away and expreased the opinion
then that as 1t was 8O 1ate and & hollday thet he would not send for

them that night but allovw them to stay with their friends and he would
get them next daye. vwing %o the traln belng 1ate next morning it was
not possible to send for the boys until between 12 end 1 o'cloCK ncon.
shey were not with their friends and then & search party was organised
and at 5 Fede thelr bodies were found on the Lake less than nalf a mile
fpom shore and gsalfety.

1t appeared as if they took #rench leave immediately following the
afternoon Llunoch and were not missed by the diseiplinerian 1in charge
untiL the children went for supper. ihey were lightly clad for indo or
recreation cnd as it was ebout 20 degrees below zero that night, end the
igtance they had to walk eight miles aoross the iake with six inches of
gnow on the 1ice you can uvnderstand that they would probabLy be dead on
the night of the L84, between 1U rel. and midnight.

vhe foregoing 1s &8 complete & gtory as Ll can give you from the
evidence brought out ot the inquest, so far 8&s the tragedy 1is concernedy
However there &are other points which were brought out end have tc 4o
with the disciplinarians which 1 did not know pefore. 1t seems that 1ast
September pishop sunoz took i1t upon himself to appolnt two young pricsts
fpom rrance, wio had recently arrived in *his country, &8 digsciplinarians
at the School, contrary 4 anderstand to the wishes of the Acting
rrincipals rhese youno men, whilie charming feliows, could not speeak a
word of English and knew absolutely nbpghing about hendling Indlan
chiidren, the result belng thet we have had & 1ot of truancy during the
past three montns, and 1 personally on one or two occasions guggested
to the Acting rrincipal that he get rid of these rriests and appoint
gome one who Knew gomething apout the Job, otherwige trutnc would g0
fprom bad to worse. L toox it that rather mcurath agree with me cond the
change woulid be nade, bdut 4 did no% know that he cgould not make the
change himseif antil he was under oatn a8 & witnecs at the lLaguest.
Consequentiy, 1 TOOK {nmediate action and requested rather seGrath
officially to chamge the disciplinariens immedictediy &nd reappoint one
0 those men who has been & diseiplinarian at that School for the pagt

5 or 6 Jjears. a8 Soon as the roads ere open Ior trovel egain in a few
days L em goinz up to the School to 8€e that the change has been made «
i1f you wiLl pleaase roefer to sre. rhcalan ne wilLi tell you that when he
visited this Agency two yemrs &gOo 1 expressed ny views to him on the
importance of diseiplinerians, with whieh he fully agreed and even wrote
to the rsrinecipal at that time making these same suggestions which the
rrincipal agreed to and acted on.

in closing allow me to maxe the following recomnendation. "uhe
Sehool Authorities to ve instructed %o appoint disciplinerians other
than s«riests, who understand and can gpeak the English language well,
this to take effect right away."

n; would &lso recommend that the ¢hurch Authorities be given to
understand that the rrineipel must be given full charge and not be
interfered with by his gsuperlors, ingofar ag the menagement of the School
ig concerned, otherwise ineffieiency is the result "

1 em attaching hereto & coODY of the uvfficial Coroner's Jury verdict,
es well as a capy of a letter from UI. sitts, aLl of which i1 trust you
will find self explanatory. 4 trust . have covered the whole matier
gufficientiy in detail in thig report, although 1 could add that . &am
not satisified that having rriests using the School &as a Headguarters
i8 good business, and L feel should be discoureged.

iour obedient gervant,

...i[.mool‘e »
indian Agente
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Divis npn Date 7/1/37
Distri = Fort George
Detachment: Vanderhoof Unorganized territory.

REPORT

WELLIE, Allen (Indian) Neutley Reserve, Fort Fraser, B.C.
MICHEL, JOHNNY S Uncha Lake, B.Cs

JUSTIN, MAURICE bt Uncha Lake, B.Ce

PAUL, ANDREW - Stony Creek Reserve, B.Ce

INQUIRY INTO THE DEATH of.

On Januery 2, 1937, I received a nhone onll at 83,056 peme from Falklher
Patrick MoGrath, Prineipel of the Indian FResidential Cchicol, Lejac, BeCe
to the effect that four Indian hovs hed been found deed ou Fraser lLake
near the Nautley Inuian Heservation. 1 instructed Fetlhier MoGrath to
notify the Coroaeyr Ures %sCePit's &7 ¥Frosor Lolke ,leCe

I immediately procecded to Neutley Reserve, where I was wel by Coroner
Pittss We worc guided on to the lake to whore tiic hodies were lyinge

The bodies were eiemined by the Coroner nnd wyself, auni it was found

that they had died or treczinge Ther: wo'o no mir'ts of violence found on
any of the bodiess [h: bodies were then taken to the Nautler Reserve and
kept there until lMondany nuary 4, 193",

Witnesses were warrned t- sannaar «at tha Gay®s 0 2 Fort Truicr on
January 4, 1937, where =n inc cat was fin be hell.

On Monday, Jenuury tae 4th, 1937, = jury woo sunuornede The Jury having
been duly sworn proceeded to view the hpdiea,

Witnesses calied:~

Jean Uonze duly sworn stated: T sm e Fricsi residing
at the Resldentiai School at I2jiee, B.Cs 1 am in charge of thie Indian
boys et the school in the sftornoon one weak and Lhe uwornings the next
weeke 1 was on duty January lst, 1937, in the afteinoon. It was at 4 pm
on January lst that I lest saw the four boys slives Tney were not
dressed for going outsides Uney apparently left the school shortly after
4.30 pams for they heve lunch at thet time, they were not seen afterwards.
They should have reported haeck o mes They left w'thout permissione They
were dressed just to “e in the olay "111, thsy could not hove obtalned
any rno:ze of Luelr elethes withonut ne geeine LUici wa oy vere in the play
hall snd [ wus thoure ell the tima. 1 heve b °m in elorze of the boys for
ab ut taree nuut. 13y UNC ( vt 1 " Tro y ] i Ullle fh. boy.

wer. mis.ed by Sisaver Shoerior of the dinin- Toom at 2 vm and I undere-
stand she reporied to sishop C uder,rt vwin won in oa oge during Father
MoGrath's absence. I was told tunt they worm mizcing ot 7.30 pm
I d1Q nct do enyiiiing ue 10t roap ) oY n, wus dome until

the next woerniug. There were quite s lot of vioitors cn Jenuery lst
and it was tho:ah$ tiurt thay ! S ; (SOUALL w1 roe of theme Fellier
MeGratk vold ur. Gorcorsn to go to vautley Heszarve t. -+t the boys with
the ccyr next mcrrmung about 1 o'clock January £, 1907 The boys could
&80 o the barnli and around the grounds malso to the visitors parlour

o

without perm.seslon, so it s impossible for us to see them at all times.
Father Patrick MoGrath, duly sworn stated: I am Aeting Principal of the
Indian Hesidential School at lejec,BeCe On January lst, 1937, I was at
Stellaquo Reserve and di! not return to the school untli 5 pm that
evening, but i1t was not until 9.156 pm that I heard that the four boys
were missing.
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Continueds- Page 3.
‘ Re. WILLIE, Allen (Indian) Nautley Reserve, Port Fruser, B.C.

MICHEL, Johnny ® Uncha Luke, B.C.
JUITIN, Maurice " Unecha Lake, B.C.

PAUL, andrew L. Stony Creek Regerve, B.C. .

Indian Kecerve. I heard about the four boys missing on Janusry 2nc 1737, sbout . PM.
I wes asked Ly Father Mctra‘h to go out and s arch for them. ierre William and
Francois Joe went along the C.N.R. tracks, and Justin Maurice's boy and aysclf went
on the North shore of Fruser Lake, then crossed the ice to the South shore. WNe
found the tr cks of the four boys, just East of the ,-int at Encombe, sn. e followed
them East and e founa the boys, about 5-30 PM. Three of the boys ere iy'n_ to=
ether, and one about scventy-ive feet a ay. ™®y vere lylng fuce lown-ardeg. The
tracks were jolng straight, ani did not antes arouna, They were going struight te
the Nautley Village, until they cume to the . en water, at the Neutley River, then
they turncd South to-arus the South shore. The boiies were about sev n miles from
the school, half & mile “rom the Nautle s Reserve and about = cuarter of a mile from
the South shore. I followed the tracke for about three miles befors I found the
bodiss, the tracks showed they » re pretty tired., After I fin. the bodies, I ~ent 4o
Nautley and Chief Maxine George phoned the police. It took me about tiarae quarters
of an hour to travel three uiles.

Constable Jennings, duly svorn stuteds~ On Saturday, Jamuary 2nd, 1937, I recuived a
h ne ceall from the Indian Residential School at Lejac, B.C, at 8-05 PM to the ffect
thet four bodies of the missing boys had been found. I oroceadaed to the scene with
the Coromer. The bocies were out on the ice of Fra er Luke about three quurtors of
a mile from the Nautlsy Reserve. The boules were those of o ur younyg boys about the
age of el ht years, twee bodies re lying “ogether, One on nls back and one ly.ng
face dosn over his abdomen the other « fe fret a ay fuce down ards in the snow.
The fourth was about trenty-five yards from the ihree lying fuce iown ards. Thay
wore uressed in un.erwear, blue overall pants and cenim shirts, no hats, heavy
woollen socks and low rubbers, One boy had lost one sock ani rubber. iliere the
three bodiss w-re lying the pnow sa packed for a ra.ius of ten feet, the one that
as a short uistance a ay had pecked the snow very little. The bouies vere examined
by tle Coroner and myself, and they sre then taken to Nautley Reserves The iistance
they had truvelled would take them st least six hours. They did not appear to have
fallen into the sater as the clothing »a&s not frozem. It is @y opinion thut they died
on J.puary lst, 1937.

JEBHDICTs~ It is the opinion of this Jury, that the .caths of the four boys, Viz. Allen
Willie, Johnny Michel, Maurice Justin and Anarew Paul, occurei on the East end of
Praser Lake on the ni ht of January 1lst., 1937, anu that death sas due to exhaustion
&nd consequent freesing.

We, the Jury, feel that such circumstances was unavoiuable in view of the evidence
of this cace. MWe, feel however, that more iefinite sction by the sehool wuthorities
might, or should have been tuken the ni ht u-on which the ulsap earunce took place.
Purther, it is our opinion, that more co-operation betveen the authorities, an. the
parents of the chiliuren, would in future hel: to lessen the anger of any repetition of
juch an inecident. Also that excesasive corporal diseipline, if oracticed, should be
timited, ani that better un.erstanding w uld exist bet.een the urils, and diseinlin-
arisns if the latter were English speaking.

The Jur; were the follovings-
Foreman, - Prederick Waite Mukins,
Hernert George Crow, Williem Lewis Taylor,
Otto Elbil Vinnedge, arthur Goodwin, Arthur Wesley Dobson.
The N.C.0. 1/c HeJJenninge, Constable,

Fort George Dist., B.C.P.P. 1/e Vanderhoof Detachment.
Prince George, B.C.
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vanderhoof, Bl e, JaneBthe 1

Sir:-

please refer to Ufficial Circular Letter dated April 17th.
1935 File 8o« C -i=1=-23% regarding the completing of form No.414
immediately following the death of a pupil of an indian rReaildential
Schoole

in this connection 1 beg to advise that gince the death of the
four boys who were found deedd on kraser Lake it has not been
possible for me to holid this inquiry owing to the fact that
some of my family had the measles ard 1 did not consider it
advisable to go %o the School until all fear of carrylng the
disease there would be OvVeres i will however glve this matter
my attentlon at the earliesat pousible date.

jour obedient ser vant,

==
e 4 ) #”
/ﬁ/" 4 ZM%‘Z
ReHedoore, T
UL Me lndian Aé;ent .

+he Secretary,
Department of indian Affelirs,
ut tewa, unte
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} | 48 vanderhoof, weUs, Jamuary Llthe 1937,
A

further to my repcrt of January the 6th. 1inst. regardinrg
the four boys vwho were frozen to death on rraser weke after
having teken rrench leave £pom the uLejac indian Hesidential
Schoole.. i wish to advise that 4 have Jjust been informed
by the School authorities that the meckinaw coats and other
heavy outer garmenis were found on rraser ueke & few days &goe
i1t would appear now as if the boys were wearing the ir regular
winter clothes , overcoats and caps vhen they ran away but
found travelliing over the ice rether warm work with their coats
on =nd took them off and threw them on the 1ce, continuing
without them.

ipt-

| deem it advisable to gend this information now as some
of the stories in the press were rather exaggerated und seem to
emphasise the fact that the boys were inadequately clad.

tour obedient servant,
7
. ' i

, Lott 420 o
At/ dbe indian

the Seeretary,
Department of indian
vttawa, unt.
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